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Tue PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PravErs.

LAND TAX ASSESSMEXNT BILL.
TO REINBTATE.

T COLONITAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) gave notice that on
Thuorsday he would move:—

That the res :ution of this House passed on
the 25th November, “That the Committee on
the Land Tax Assesament Bill have leave to
sit agnin this day six months,” be rescinded,

and that the House do resolve itself into Com- .

mittee to farther consider Mussage 31 from the
Legislutive Assembly.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SUNDAY
EXPRESS TO GOLDFIELDS,

Hox. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE asked the
Colonial Seeretary: Huave the Govern-
ment done anyilhing in the matter of
train alteration, so that the goldfields
express can leave Perth on Bundays
during the summer months¥

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: The Gouvernwent
taking action, as the Commissicner of
Railways has reported that the change
would involve a eost to the State of at
least £75 per week.

BILI—-EVIDENCE.

Read a third time, und returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT.

The Assembly’s reasons for declining to
make one of the amendments requested
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by the Council were now considered in
Cumiait lee.

No. 2—Claunse 28, Subclause 3, line 2,
insert after the word “to" the words
* three-fourths of.”

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved—

That the request be not insisted on.

The clavse as it passed the Assembly
provided thal the Agricultural Bank
could advance £300 for certain improve-
ments to the full value of the security.
The Conneil afterwards requested the
Assembly to insert the words *three-

+ fourths,” so as to make the amount

three-fourths of the full value of the

- security; but if that request from the

Council had been agreed to by the
Assembly the settler would only get an
advance up to £300 on three-fourths of
the value of the improvements, and a
farther advance up to £200 on half the
value of farther improvements, or prac-
tically in all £500; whereas the Assembly
claimed that soch amendment would
make the Bill less liberal than the Act now
in force, which provided for an advance
up to £1,000 on a 75 per cent. basis.
The Bill was primarvily to assist settlers
during the first few years on the land,
and the Government counsidered that
there was no undue risk taken in advanc-
ing to the full value of improvements up to
£300. He understood that members
who had supported the amendment did

- not desire to insist on it now that they

bhad made their protest, if the Goveran-
ment cared to take the responsibility.

How. J. W. Hacrerr: Were we to
use the word *“ insist.” ?

Tre CHAIRMAN thought so.

Hox. J. M. DREW : Liberality counld
sometimes go to the extent of rashness,
and it seemed so in this instance. It
was not a question of how much the
bank would advance; it was a question
of seeing that safeguards were taken for
the money advanced. The result of
advancing loans to the full value of
improvements would wmean that land
would be taken up by men solely with
the object of getting the cost of the
improvements, and then allowing the
land to fall back again on the hands of
the Government. He (Mr. Drew) was
now exactly of the sane opinion as when
the amendment was put forward.
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How. G. RANDELL: Objection was
taken to the clause on the ground that
the Glovernment were taking undue risks,
but as the Conneil had made known its
‘views on the subject members were now
willing to leave the regpousibilily upon
the shoulders of the Government of the
day. After all it was a question of what
the manager would do, to a large cxtent.
The sawme principles that had guided the
manager hitherte would guide him in the
future; though perhaps he might be
influenced by the fact that the Govern-
ment intended to be as liberal as nossible.

Tee HONORARY MINISTER: The
argument that a man would take up land
for the purpose of borrowing to the full
value of improvements would apply if
the money was advaunced to the extent of
only three-fourths of the improvemeuts
It was impossible to prevent roguery.

Question passed, the Council’s request
not insisted on.

Title-—agreed to.

Bill reported with the amendments
agreed to by the Assembly; the report
adupted.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the previous day.

New Clause:

Tae HONORARY MINISTER moved
that the following be inserted as Clause
6 (in lien of clause previously siruck
out) :—

Sections 17 and 18 of the principal Act are
repealed, and the following inserted in Ien
thereof :—* All applications for land under
this Act shall be made in the prescribed forms,
and shall take priority according to the order
of their being lodzed or received through the
post with the preseribed deposit, at the Lands
and Surveys Office, Perth, or at such other
places and offices as the Governor shall notify
in the Government Guzetie: Yrovided that if
two or more applications for the same land are
lodged or received through the post as afore-
said on the same day, such applications shall
be deemed to be lodged or received at the same
time.”

This clause was in keeping with what the
select comumitiee recommended, being
worded exactly the same, except that it
wus a little more exhaustive. Presumably
the members of the sclect committee
would not object to it. It bad been

[COUNCIL ]

in Upmmitlen.

thought out, and it was considered that
the clause would be much better in this
form.

How. J. M. DREW : This new clause
menut precisely whut the original Clause
6 meant, bat the selector in order to dis-
cover what that clanse meant would have
to wade threugh various amending Acts,
two or three, so it was thought it would
be better ta convey in explicit language
what was intended.

Question passed, the clause inserted.

New Clause—Certain Special Leases
convertible into freelold :

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY moved that
the following be added as Clause 72:—

The Governor way, in the case of any land

the subject of a special lease under Subsection
(3) of Section 152 of the principal Act, pro-
vided all the vonditions to be observed by the
lessee have been duly complied with, and slso
provided the fuil purchase money and pre-
scribed fee have been paid, issne a Crown grant
in respect of such land.
According to Section 152 of the Land
Act of 1898 certain areas might be set
aside under lease for 25 years. Accord-
ing to Subsection 8, provision was made
for stores, bakeries, and such like busi-
ness places. What he (Mr. Glowrey)
desired was to allow those who held such
areas an opportunity of converting them
into freeholds. In some of the other
States provision was made in the Land
Act for what were known ae business
areas, and afrer a certain period these
conld be sold.  If this amendment were
carried, 1t would have the desired effect.
Many peopie put up substantial buildings,
but were unable through want of a title
to obtuin finavcial assistance, and couse-
quently they were very seriously em-
barrassed. There were nunerous cases
on the goldfields in which such a clause
as this was wanted.

Tne HONORARY MINISTER: This
was in keeping with what the House
passed a day or two ago in dealing with
residential leases. The Government saw
no objection to its acceptance.

Bon. J. M. DREW would like an
explanation as to how the full amount of
the purchase monev was to be arrived at.
He did not 1hink there was any provision
in the regulations. It was never con-
templated that lands leased under Section
152 of the Act would have to le sold,
There were special reasons why they
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should not be sold, but the Crown had uo ' lished in the Government Gazetfe” This

objection to grant leases up o 21 years.
If the House decided that it was wise to
sell land for stores and similar buildings,
some more definite provision should be
minde by which the amount of the pur-
chase money should be arrived at. He
presumed it would not be arrived al on
the basis of £3 a year rental.

Ter HONORARY MINISTER: It
would be arrived at in the ordinary
muanner, The lessees would pay the
actual value of the land, mking into con-
sideration the locality and the surround-
ing circumstances.

Question passed, the clanse added.

New Clause—Register of Caveats to be
kept:

How. J. M. DREW moved that the
following be added as Clause 87 :—

It shail be the duty of every officer in charge

of a district land office to send a duplicate
eopy of every caveat lodged with him forth-
with to the head office of the Lands and
Surveys Department in Perth, where aregister
shail be kept of all caveats lodged either there
or in any land district open to the inspection
of the public at all times during office hours
in paywment of a presceribed fee.
Under the Bill as originally drafted
cavants would have had to be lodged in
the various lund distriets, and not at the
central office.  The select committes
deemed it advisable to make it also
incumbent, on the district land officers
to at once send duplicate copies of the
caveats to the head oftice in Perth, so
that bhusiness people, if they wished to
discover whether or not there was a
caveat lodged against & man, would not
have to send rouud to fthe various land
offices of the State. All that it would be
necessary for them to do would be to
apply to the head office in Perth.

Question passed, the clause added.

Title—agreed fo.

Bill reported with ammendments.

RECOMMTITTAL.

On wotion by the Honorary Mimster,
Bill recommitted for farther amendment
of three clauses.

Clause 1—8hort Title—amended by
adding a subclause: “ This Act shall
come into operation on a day to be fixed
by proclamation by the Governor, pub-

f
{

would give time for preparingthe requisite
stationery to suit the amendments of the
principal Act.

Clause 16—umended by inserting afier
“duplicate” the words * or office copy.”

Clause 34—amended consequentially.

Bill reported with farther amendments ;
the report adopted.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

Loan Bill and Appropriation Bill, ve-
ceived from the Legislative Assembly.

BILL—BREAD ACT AMENDMENT.

The Council having made three amend-
ments, and the Assembly agreeing to
two, also to the third with a farther
amendment, the third was now con-
sidered in Committee.

Clause 3—Between the words ¢ month”
and “shall” in line 2 insert the words

| “except the months in which Good

Friday and Christmas Day ovcur” -

On motion by the How. J. W.
Lancsrorp (in charge of the Biil), the
farther amendment agreed to.

Bill reported with amendment; the
report adopted,

BILL-EMPLOYMENT BROKERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

SECOND RBADING.

How. J. T. GLOWREY (South): In
moving the second reading of this Bill,
received from another place, T may say
there has been no legislation on the
subject since 1807; and it iz generally
admitted that cases occurring from time
to time warrant some amending legisla-
tion in this State. There are numerous
employment brokers who no doubt con-
duct their businesses on just and
business-like methods; bot there are
others who, it must be confessed, use
very little caution in their choice when
sending servants away into the country
to situations. This Bill will protect to
some extent both employer and employee.
Numerous cases are on record in which
servants seeking places have been sent to
remote parts of the State, though totally
unfitted for the pesitions which they
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were sent to fill. It secems to we that
the great desire on the part of employ-
meunt brokers hus been in many cases to
secure the fee, irrespective of whether
the situation would suit the particular
client or mot. Provision i made in
the Bill for regulating the scale of fees to
be charged ; and in this respect numerous
cases have oceurred in which heavy fees
have been extorted frowm servants who
were sent sometimes long distances to
positions for which they were nnsuited.
None of the provisions of the Bill will in
any way inflict hardship or injustice on
those labour agencies in the State which
are well conducted. It has been often
stated, when servants were being sent 1o
vacant positions, that if the situations
proved unsuitable, the employment
broker would find them others. No
doubt in the casc of the legitimate broker
that promise is kept fairly well; but it
does not always follow. In many cases
the fees are collected and servants sent
away, and in a week or a fortnight those
servants being found unsuvitable or the
work not fitted for them, they are either
dismissed or have to leave because they
cannot do the work. This Bill seeks in
some degree to protect these persons
from the operations of uuscrupulous
brokers—if I may so call them—who
would do this kind of thing. Some
legislation in this direction is required,
and the Bill has been introduced and
passed in another place with the view to
meeting these wants which have been
brought under notice from time to time.
I move that the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Hon. G. RavpsLy,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 523 o’clock,
until 7830 on the next evening (the
Exhibition of Manufactures to be opened
on the Wednesday afternoon).
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Pravers.

PAPER PRESEXTED.

By the MinisTeErR ror Mines: Papers
in conpection with Gold-mining Lease No.
1473 (Legucy West).

QUESTION—CIRCUIT COURT,
GERALDTON.

M=, T. I. BROWN asked the Attorney
General: 1, Is it the iutention of the
Government to establish Cireuit Courts
in the Geraldton District? 2, 1f so,
when ¥ 3, In view of about 40 witnesses
in the Sibley and Wren case, from Cie,
having to be bronght from Cue to Perth,
could the hearing not take place in
Geraldtom, thereby saving considerably
the expense to the Crown?

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1 and 2, Whenever Lbhe requirements of
public convenience and ecomnomy iz ad-
ministration of the law require it, cases
whether civil or criminal requiring to be
tried before a Supreme Court Judge will
be tried at Geraldton or other suitable
place. 3, The case of Rex v. Wren will
be tried in Perth, this being the wmore
economic course to pursue having regard
to the special issues likely to arise in the
case. The case of Rex v. Sibley will he
tried at Geraldton.

REPORT—SWEATING INQUIRY.

Mg. Trov bronght up the report of
the select committee on sweating in the
State.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed.



